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Decolonizing Dissemination in Special Education Research: Using Community-
Embedded Art Forms in Roma and Sami Communities

Kari Hagatun

University of Bergen, Norway

This paper explores how different art forms can offer alternative modes to disseminate findings in minority communities in
ways that are grounded in local epistemologies. Using art in dissemination is not novel in itself. However, we argue that by
sharing findings through art forms recognized by and embedded in communities where the research has taken place, the
community members can truly engage with, and challenge, the findings. The discussion will draw on ethnographic research
in special needs education conducted in communities that are either recognized as a national minority or Indigenous. The first
author will share experiences using portraiture methodology when disseminating findings in a Roma community in Oslo,
Norway. The second author will share experiences using music metaphors when disseminating findings orally to Sami special
education teachers who participated in the research, as well as in a peer-reviewed article (Lindblom and Jannok Nutti, 2025).
The art of storytelling, a core element in portraiture methodology, is central to the “Roma way” of sharing knowledge,
similarly within a reciprocal, relational Indigenist paradigm, storytelling using metaphors made the research results more
accessible. The empirical based experiences with dissemination will then be discussed in light of decolonial perspectives,
arguing that when doing research in communities with a long history of exploitation and discrimination, also through
research, scholars bear an ethical responsibility to address unequal power relations. Although special needs education research
has increasingly emphasized “stakeholder involvement” and “giving back,” the modes of dissemination have not been fully
addressed as situated endeavors. Recognizing and employing art forms held in high regard and practiced in the specific
minority community involved, contributes to decolonizing special needs education research by grounding dissemination in
local epistemologies and co-creation of knowledge.



When Findings Travel: Dissemination, Norwegianness and Epistemic Responsibility
in Research on Refugee Parents

Hilde Hjertager Lund
University of Bergen

This paper examines the ethical and epistemic implications of disseminating research on refugee parents in Nordic welfare-
state contexts. While migration research has increasingly emphasised participation and “giving back,” less attention has been
paid to dissemination as a situated practice shaped by institutional norms, communicative form, and unequal epistemic
authority (Behar, 1996; Smith, 1999). Drawing on insights from migration governance and epistemic justice (Anderson, 2013;
Fricker, 2007), this paper treats dissemination not as a neutral endpoint but as a site where knowledge is translated,
authorised, and rendered available or unavailable for response.

The analysis builds on a reflexive secondary reading of ethnographic material from research on refugee parents in Norwegian
early childhood education and care (ECEC), including interviews with 12 refugee parents and fieldwork in kindergarten
settings. It centres on the concept of Norwegianness (Lund, 2024) as a culturally embedded standard that shapes
expectations of parenting, participation, and belonging.

The paper identifies three interrelated ethical challenges in dissemination. First, translation, in which parents’ situated
narratives are condensed into analytical categories that may align with dominant institutional vocabularies (Bhambra, 2014).
Second, circulation, in which findings enter welfare-state integration infrastructures and risk being recontextualised within
existing migration discourses (Squire, 2011). Third, authorisation, in which academic forms of knowledge acquire legitimacy
while experiential and relational forms are repositioned as illustrative rather than authoritative (Fricker, 2007).

The paper argues that dissemination is not ethically neutral but raises questions of epistemic responsibility about how research
is framed, mobilised, and made available for response. Rather than proposing specific participatory models, the paper
emphasises the importance of dissemination forms that enable recognition, contestation, and reinterpretation by the
communities to whom the research refers. In this sense, it contributes to discussions on decolonising migration research by

foregrounding the ways in which knowledge production remains embedded in dominant epistemic frameworks, even
References

Ahmed, S. (2004). The cultural politics of emotion. Edinburgh University Press.
https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/the-cultural-politics-of-emotion-772.html

Anderson, B. (2013). Us and them? The dangerous politics of immigration control. Oxford University Press.
Behar, R. (1996). The vulnerable observer: Anthropology that breaks your heart. Beacon Press.

Bhambra, G. K. (2014). Connected sociologies. Bloomsbury Academic.

Fricker, M. (2007). Epistemic injustice: Power and the ethics of knowing. Oxford University Press

Lund, H. H. (2022). «Vi ma gjere som nordmenn, g pa tur og sénn, integrere oss»: Flyktningforeldres erfaringer med
barnehagen. Nordisk barnehageforskning, 19(3). https://doi.org/10.23865/nbf.v19.385

Lund, H. H. (2024). “We try to give a good life to the children”: Refugee parents and ECE professionals’ experiences of the
early childhood education partnership in Norway. Frontiers in Education, 9,
1331771 .https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feduc.2024.1331771/full

Smith, L. T. (1999). Decolonizing methodologies: Research and Indigenous peoples. Zed Books.

Squire, V. (Ed.). (2011). The contested politics of mobility: Borderzones and irregularity. Routledge.

when it seeks to challenge them (Smith, 1999; Bhambra, 2014).
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