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Children and Restrictive Times: Assemblages of Care, Space, and Temporality in a
Finnish Asylum Reception Centre

Riikka Era

Tampere University, Social Sciences

This paper develops an assemblage-based analysis of asylum-seeking children’s everyday lives in a Finnish reception centre.
Drawing on a four months of ethnographic fieldwork, I follow children across the small but consequential spaces of their
daily routines: playrooms, corridors, parks, childcare sessions, family-work outings, language classrooms, and the routes to
early childhood education. My aim is to examine how these spaces and practices come together to shape children’s
possibilities for participation, connection, and belonging within an environment framed by uncertainty, restrictive policies, and
uneven access to services.

The analysis is grounded in feminist new materialisms and assemblage thinking, which help me pay attention to how
categories, objects, atmospheres, and spaces act alongside people. In the reception centre, access to care was not a
straightforward question of “services available” but of shifting and sometimes contradictory entities of assemblages: the
centre’s own childcare practices, the material condition of playrooms, the shortage of municipal early childhood education,
the sensory overload of small rooms, the categorisations of “need” or “age,” and the children’s own gestures, refusals,
movements, and invitations. These elements played an active role in the unfolding of possibilities and restrictions of children’s
everyday lives.

Children responded to these conditions in subtle and inventive ways. A child might seek the quieter of two playrooms by
wordlessly taking my hand and showing me a wooden toy. Another might cling to a stroller during family-work outings,
finding in its familiar contours a sense of safety. Older children crafted fleeting friendships during park visits or car rides;
they were small moments of recognition and joy that could dissolve again as quickly as they emerged. These relational,
spatiotemporal, material, and affective moments form what I understand as children’s everyday assemblages of belonging.

The paper also reflects on the methodological and ethical dilemmas of doing research with children living in an all-compassing
institution and in structural waithood. Participation was not something I could “invite” or “facilitate” in any simple sense; it
emerged, sometimes selectively, unevenly, or not at all, through the children’s own rhythms, silences, and resistances. Paying
attention to these forms of non-verbal, situated engagement required me to actively revise what I understood as participation.

The findings contribute to Nordic migration research by illuminating how asylum-seeking children build and inhabit
community under restrictive conditions, often in micro-spaces overlooked by policy discourse. They also highlight how
welfare-state austerity, immigration regimes, and infrastructural decay shape children’s everyday possibilities for connection.
Finally, the paper offers a materially grounded, child-centred perspective on how alternative spaces of belonging are
continuously made, unmade, and remade within the Nordic asylum system.



Digital Friction and Virtual Solidarity: A Qualitative Analysis of Social Cohesion
among Local and Migrant Youth in Turkey

Fatima Tuba Yaylaci

Marmara University

In the context of increasing social and political restrictions, digital environments have emerged as primary arenas where
national identity is negotiated, and social boundaries are tested. This paper focuses on the Turkish case study of the Digi-
Harmony project (2025-1-TR0O1-KA220-YOU-000356858), specifically examining how local and migrant youth (aged 18-24)
interact within digital spaces. While traditional migration research often views migrants as passive recipients of policy, this
study explores youth as active agents navigating "digital tensions" and seeking social harmony through technology.

Using a structured focus group methodology, the research analyzes the "digital social existence" of young people in Turkey. A
series of focus group discussions is held with three group formats: groups consisting of migrant youth (Syrian, Palestinian,
etc.), local youth, and both migrant and local youth (mixed groups). The study investigates:

Digital Format Preferences: Which platforms and digital formats are most realistic and attractive for fostering sustained
engagement between groups.

Conflicts and Digital Tensions: How digital platforms are perceived as intensifying misunderstandings, hate speech, or
exclusion, and the extent to which these online frictions spill over into everyday life.

Game-Based Empathy: The potential for digital games to foster perspective-taking and address social divisions, moving
beyond descriptive summaries to interpretive engagement with youth experiences.

The findings highlight specific "real-life scenarios" that participants believe should be translated into digital game ideas to
evoke curiosity and cooperation. By focusing on the Turkish context, this paper argues that digital interventions must be
grounded in the specific emotional climates and digital habits of local and migrant youth to effectively strengthen social

cohesion. This research provides critical input for developing inclusive digital tools in an increasingly restrictive era.

Keywords: Social Cohesion, Digital Tensions, Turkey, Migrant Youth, Game-Based Learning, Digital Belonging.



Structural Responsibility and Community-Led Agency: Neighbourhood Mothers as a
Model for Rethinking Integration in Finland

Lenkewitz-Salminen Anna

Nicehearts ry, Finland

In Finland, as across the Nordic region, the pressure on individual migrants to integrate has intensified. Legislative changes
have tightened residency requirements, restricted pathways to citizenship, and reduced social security, placing growing
obligations on those who arrive. Meanwhile, the responsibility of receiving institutions, employers, and communities has
remained largely unexamined. Drawing on Tuuli Kurki's concept of immigrantisation and Akhlaq Ahmad's research on ethnic
discrimination in the Finnish labour market, this paper argues that integration policy has systematically misplaced
responsibility: locating it at the level of the individual migrant rather than at the level of the structures and communities
receiving them.

Yet migrants in Finland are not simply absorbing this pressure passively. Across communities, they are organising, building
networks, supporting one another, and participating actively in civic life, demonstrating a resilience and agency that formal
integration policy rarely accounts for. Integration is not a destination that individuals reach through sufficient effort. It is
something that happens in the relationship between the person who arrives and the society receiving them. Responsibility is
not only the migrant's to carry.

This paper examines the Neighbourhood Mothers programme (Naapurididit) as one example of that argument in practice.
Operating across Helsinki, Espoo, Vantaa, and South Karelia, the programme engages approximately 650 neighbourhood
mothers, roughly 100 of whom facilitate 18 community cafes in their local areas. These peer-led spaces are designed with
migrant women rather than for them, operating in participants' own languages and cultural contexts, positioning migrants not
as objects of policy but as active participants who build communities, challenge exclusions, and contribute to social change.

A particular focus is the programme's involvement in participatory budgeting organised by the City of Helsinki. Since 2018,
neighbourhood mothers have facilitated approximately 60 workshops in participants' mother tongues, generating around

60 proposals submitted for public vote — concrete, measurable civic participation by migrant women actively shaping their
city.

Methodology

This paper draws on a practice-based methodology grounded in eight years of embedded professional experience coordinating
the Neighbourhood Mothers programme, combining practitioner observation with engagement with existing research on
integration policy, structural exclusion, and community-led participation in the Finnish context.

Expected Results

The paper expects to demonstrate that community-led models like Neighbourhood Mothers offer evidence of a responsibility
gap: the space between what integration policy assumes and what actually sustains belonging in everyday life. Recognising
migrants' active agency has concrete implications for how integration policy is designed, evaluated, and by whom, moving
toward policy genuinely shared in its assumptions, its measurements, and its authorship.

Relevance to Nordic Migration Research

The Finnish case, with its specific policy context, its documented research on structural exclusion, and its growing civil
society models of community-led participation, offers insights into broader questions about belonging, responsibility, and who
gets to shape the policies that affect them most.



The Eritrean diaspora in Sweden and Norway: Participation between belonging and
contestation

Benedicte Nessa

NORCE Research

Violent confrontations within Eritrean diaspora communities in Europe in 20222023 have drawn attention to how
authoritarian regimes extend their influence beyond national borders. Framed as festivals celebrating the Eritrean nationhood,
these events became sites of contestation between Eritrean political groupings. We analyse how community arenas such as
festivals, protests, civil society organisations, and digital platforms function as contested spaces through which participation
and belonging are negotiated. While existing research has documented the tools and strategies of transnational repression, less
attention has been paid to how such dynamics unfold within these community spaces and shape their political subjectivities
and democratic participation in host societies. This article examines how experiences with Eritrean state power, both prior to
migration and through ongoing transnational repression, interact with encounters with Norwegian and Swedish institutions to
shape forms of democratic engagement among Eritreans in Norway. Drawing on qualitative interviews and multi-sited data
from Norway and Sweden, we conceptualise democratic participation broadly, including electoral engagement, civil society
involvement, protest, and everyday interactions with state institutions. By focusing on collective practices and community
dynamics, the article shows how democratic participation is shaped through entangled state relations across borders.



Kinship Constellations in the Narratives of Unaccompanied Refugee Minors in
Norway

Gunika Rishi

Norwegian University of Science and technology

What does "family" look like when the state grants recognition only to a narrow, state-defined version of family? Drawing on
narratives with 14 young adults in Norway who arrived as unaccompanied minors, I examine how kinship and community
takes shape under restrictive migration conditions. Through three distinct scenes I show how the young adults creatively
build kinship through everyday relational work across schools, peer networks, care relations, and diasporic ties. The findings
show how friends, and caregivers become vital anchors of care and continuity whilst diasporic ties grow through shared
histories, language, region, and community spaces. For the youth, family remains deeply important across distance, however
separation, and transnational care reshape what family comes to mean in everyday life. Across these scenes, kinship appears
as something lived and sustained under pressure. [ argue that legal definitions of family (in family reunification policies) leave
out the fuller relational worlds through which the young adults make belonging and create their life worlds



Mapping African Diaspora Space-Making in Ljubljana: Agency, Belonging, and
Roles

Bantayehu Demissew Eneyew

Student, European Master in Migration and Intercultural Relations (EMMIR), University of
Oldenburg (Germany), University of Stavanger (Norway)...

This qualitative case study examines African diasporic community spaces in Ljubljana, Slovenia, focusing on their role in
shaping the sociocultural lived experiences, sense of belonging, and transnational practices of the diaspora, as well as the
challenges and opportunities faced by members of the African diaspora in creating community spaces. The study maps key
African diaspora spaces, drawing on data collected through semi-structured interviews, informal conversations, participant
observation, and document analysis. The findings reveal that African diaspora spaces in Ljubljana function as: hubs for
community building, support, cultural expression and visibility; economic and cultural entrepreneurship; and transnational
religious networking. The study also finds that the major challenges in creating and sustaining African diaspora spaces include
internal fragmentation within the diaspora, stereotyping and misrepresentation of the diaspora, and inadequate institutional and
financial support. At the same time, Ljubljana's developing multicultural environment and revived diplomatic engagement with
African countries offer opportunities for the African diaspora to collaborate, gain visibility, and counter negative narratives
about Africa and its diaspora in Slovenia. The study concludes that, despite their relatively small numbers and the challenges
faced, the African diaspora in Ljubljana actively exercises agency and negotiates belonging through the process of space-
making. Finally, the study suggests the need for longitudinal research and a more in-depth examination of transnational
religious networks and flows of African religious practices within African-led churches in Slovenia.



Bridging Communities: Solidarity Networks Between Syrian Migrant Women and
Turkish Women in Giimiispala Neighborhood, Izmir

Ece Deniz Ergencg

Eotvos Lorand University

Bridging Communities: Everyday Solidarity Networks Between Syrian Migrant Women and Turkish Women in Giimiigpala
Neighborhood, Izmir

This paper examines the everyday solidarity networks that emerge between Syrian migrant women and Turkish women in
Giimiispala, a socioeconomically disadvantaged neighborhood in Izmir, Turkey. The study investigates how solidarity is
formed, practiced, and made meaningful in daily interactions under conditions of economic precarity and social
marginalization, with a particular focus on gendered experiences, care responsibilities, and motherhood as shared social
positions.

The research challenges dominant conceptualizations of solidarity in migration studies, which tend to privilege formal,
institutional, and publicly visible forms of collective action. Drawing on feminist critiques of the public/private divide (Fraser,
1990; hooks, 1986) and relational sociology (Emirbayer, 1997), the paper argues that solidarity between migrant and host
women emerges not through shared national or ethnic identity, but through shared emotional labor, everyday caregiving, and
mutual vulnerability. The theoretical framework integrates recognitive solidarity (Honneth, 1995), affective solidarity
(Hemmings, 2012), and emotional-reflective solidarity (Dagtas and Can, 2022), repositioning solidarity as a relational and
affective process rather than a programmatic or institutional one.

The study employs a qualitative design based on eighteen semi-structured interviews conducted in January 2025 with nine
Syrian and nine Turkish women in Giimiispala. Participants were recruited through a local elementary school, a key site of

cross-community contact. Data were analyzed using narrative and interpretive methods following an abductive logic.

The findings reveal that solidarity is not spontaneously generated but structurally grounded: intersecting axes of gender, class,
and migration status simultaneously produce vulnerability and shared ground, with motherhood emerging as the most salient
point of identification across difference. Solidarity then materializes through concrete acts -- reciprocal food sharing,
childcare assistance, and the use of kinship terms of address such as "sister" and "aunt" -- which symbolically work to
dissolve the boundary between migrant and host. Crucially, these solidarities are not premised on pre-existing equality; they
are practiced across asymmetries of legal status, language, and socioeconomic position, functioning as a mutually
empowering practice through which both migrant and host women actively work to level the ground between them.

At a moment when migrants are increasingly framed as threats in public discourse and restrictive policies narrow the
conditions of possibility for cross-community life, this study foregrounds migrant and host women as active agents who
build bonds across difference in the face of structural constraint. The findings show how solidarity takes shape at the
neighborhood scale, and how everyday spaces -- particularly schools and domestic settings -- become sites of informal
collaboration and collective meaning-making that quietly contest the boundaries between "migrant" and "host" communities.



Artistic Practices Under Constraint: Challenges Facing Rohingya Artists in Refugee
Camp

Mizanur Rahman

UiT - The Arctic University of Norway

This study examines the challenges Rohingya refugee artists in the Kutupalong refugee camp, Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, face
while pursuing artistic practice and cultural expression. The Rohingya, a stateless Muslim ethnic minority from Myanmar's
Rakhine State, have endured decades of systematic persecution and violent displacement. As of 2024, approximately 984,632
Rohingya refugees live in Cox's Bazar, which hosts the world's largest refugee camp, which is one of the most restrictive
humanitarian settings globally. Art and creativity serve as fundamental expressions of human dignity and agency, particularly
for those whose voices are otherwise silenced. For stateless and refugee populations like the Rohingya, artistic practice

serves multiple functions: preserving cultural memory, processing trauma, and sustaining hope in contexts of precarity.

However, refugee camps in Kutupalong impose severe restrictions on mobility, income-generating activities, and access to
mobile networks and the internet. Despite these constraints, Rohingya artists working in poetry, music, photography,
storytelling, and other artistic forms sustain cultural memory, process trauma, assert dignity and agency, and foster resilience.
The research prioritizes Rohingya artist voices and lived experiences, treating participants as knowledge holders and
knowledge creators rather than research subjects. In doing so, two rounds of fieldwork (2023 and 2025) produced 45 semi-
structured qualitative interviews with Rohingya artists (n=30), government and community leaders (n=2), and development
practitioners and researchers (n=11). Data were analyzed thematically to identify barriers to artistic practice, collaborative
strategies, and expressions of artist agency.

The analysis broadly identifies some key structural and social barriers to artistic practice: limited access to materials and
training; constrained exposure to global artistic practices and professional networks; insufficient dissemination platforms
within and beyond the camps; restrictive gendered and religious norms that differentially limit participation and visibility; lack
of legal documentation, trauma and psychological distress that both inform and impede creative work; and policy volatility
and discontinuities among government agencies and NGOs.

For Nordic migration scholarship and arts-and-migration policy, these findings offer transferable insights into enabling
environments for displaced and stateless artists. The research demonstrates how marginalised communities build solidarity
and pursue cultural participation despite systematic exclusion and restrictive policies. Additionally, this study is relevant to
Nordic organizations such as the Norwegian Refugee Council and Danish Refugee Council, which actively work with
Rohingya refugees. The findings are generalizable to other migrant situations characterized by restrictive policies and
structural constraints. By centring artists' voices and agency, the analysis contributes essential methodological and
epistemological insights to Nordic migration research on how marginalised communities sustain cultural practice, build
collaborative networks, and pursue social change in restrictive times.



Digital practices among older Finnish migrant women in Germany in the aftermath
the COVID-19-pandemic

Tuire Liimatainen

Migration Institute of Finland
Digital practices among older Finnish migrant women in Germany in the aftermath the COVID-19-pandemic

New information and communication technologies have become an all-encompassing feature of migrants' everyday life in the
digital age, enabling new forms of belonging, and expanding and transforming their agency

(Candidatu & Ponzanesi 2022). Despite the rapid digitalization of everyday life, research on both older adults” and older
migrants’ digital media use remains narrow. Older adults are frequently portrayed as either unwilling or unable to adopt new
technologies, while studies on ageing migrants have tended to focus on problem-centered themes such as digital divides. The
field also exhibits gendered and geographical biases: most research on older migrant women’s digital media use examines
South—North migration or contexts in the Global South, leaving North—North migration and digitally affluent older migrants
underexplored.

This paper addresses these gaps by examining the digital practices of older Finnish migrant women living in Germany in the
aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic. While there are single studies on Finnish women’s migration to Germany from
biographical and language perspectives, this study focuses on the community practices, as well as takes on a new focus

on ageing, crisis, and digitalization. The analysis draws on data from a pilot study conducted during spring 2026 that includes
two focus group discussions (6—10 participants each) and four semi-structured interviews with

Finnish-born older women residing in Germany. We employ a thematic narrative analysis to explore how participants
articulate and make sense of their digital media use.

Taking an interactional perspective to gendered diasporas and ageing (Anthias 2008), as well as building and expanding the
connected migrant theory (Diminescu 2008), we show how digital media use during and after the pandemic facilitated new
forms of community-building grounded in support and solidarity. Our findings foreground older migrants’ agency by
highlighting the ways they actively shape, negotiate, and appropriate digital media in their everyday lives. By focusing on
North—North migration and digitally literate older migrants, the study contributes to Nordic migration research by
broadening understandings of migration, ageing, and digitalization within the affluent North.
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Conviviality as Alternative Infrastructure: Community-Making in an Immigrant-
Driven Center during Restrictive Times

Rikard Engblom

Orebro University, School of Behavioral, Social and Legal Sciences, Social Work

Conviviality as Alternative Infrastructure: Community-Making in an Immigrant-Driven Center during Restrictive
Times

This paper examines how migrants and refugees create alternative spaces of participation and belonging under conditions of
legal precarity and restricted access to welfare-state institutions. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork conducted in rural
Sweden in 2017-2018, the paper presents a focused analysis of an immigrant-driven community center that attracted
between 50 and 100 participants daily and functioned as a key social node for migrants with diverse legal statuses.

The community center was explicitly open to “everyone” and organized around participatory principles. Participants were
continuously invited to shape activities, initiate projects, and take responsibility for the collective life of the space. Beyond
providing language classes and practical support, the center operated as a social environment where people gathered
informally to share food, exchange information, joke, pray, and offer emotional support. These interactions unfolded across
national, ethnic, religious, and legal differences and outside formal integration frameworks.

The paper analyses this setting through the concept of conviviality, understood following Gilroy as everyday practices of
cohabitation and interaction across difference that are negotiated, fragile, and situational. Rather than approaching conviviality
as harmonious coexistence, the analysis foregrounds its ambivalence: convivial relations emerge alongside anxiety, conflict,
and ongoing experiences of exclusion, and do not resolve migrants’ legal precarity. Instead, they function as a social and
temporal strategy for enduring it.

Methodologically, the paper is based on long-term participant observation, informal conversations, and interviews conducted
during daily activities at the center. The analysis traces how convivial practices were enacted through horizontal relations,
collective decision-making, and shared responsibility, and how these practices contrasted with more paternalistic or
disciplinary forms of support found in other civil society initiatives.

The paper also shows how the center’s participatory and horizontal modes of organizing generated friction with municipal
actors and local authorities, who perceived these practices as deviating from established conventions of civil society
organization and welfare provision. This tension highlights how convivial initiatives may become institutionally contested
precisely because they exceed sanctioned forms of participation and support.

The paper argues that the community center functioned as an alternative civic infrastructure—neither fully inside nor outside
the welfare state—where alternative forms of participation and belonging were temporarily made possible in an otherwise
restrictive context. By emphasizing conviviality as an analytical lens, the paper contributes to Nordic migration research by
showing how grassroots, migrant-driven initiatives create meaningful social spaces that both mitigate the burdens of waiting
and expose the limits of institutionalized approaches to inclusion.



Digital Infrastructures of Participation: Communication, Needs, and Community-
Building among Ukrainian Forced Migrants

Olena Zinenko

V.N.Karazin Kharkiv National University

How do forced migrants rebuild infrastructures of care, coordination, and belonging under conditions of displacement? This
study examines the communicative practices of Ukrainian forced migrants following the full-scale war, focusing on how
digital platforms enable the articulation and fulfilment of basic and social needs in host countries. It combines an
autoethnographic perspective—based on the author’s self-observation as a mother with a child navigating relocation—with
digital ethnography of Telegram channels, Facebook groups created by Ukrainian migrants in cities of settlement in Germany.

Theoretically, the study draws on mediatization theory to conceptualize digital platforms as infrastructures shaping everyday
practices and the construction of social reality (Couldry & Hepp, 2017; Hepp, 2020; Krotz, 2009). It is further informed by
audience research that understands audiences as active, interpretive, and practice-based formations (Hall, 1980; Couldry,
2012; Livingstone, 2013), as well as by the concept of affective publics in digitally mediated environments (Papacharissi,
2010). In the migration context, the study engages with digital diaspora and mediated belonging (Brinkerhoff, 2009; Georgiou,
2013). To capture the governance of these communicative spaces, it incorporates Carpentier’s distinction between access,
interaction, and participation, conceptualizing participation as a power-related process of co-decision-making (Carpentier,
2011, 2016). Needs are approached as socially and communicatively constructed within everyday practices rather than as a
fixed hierarchy (Bengtsson et al., 2020; Tay & Diener, 2011).

Methodologically, the study combines autoethnographic mapping with qualitative and temporal analysis of digital data,
including exported Telegram discussions and case-based analysis of event-related communication in mixed Facebook groups.
This approach enables the identification of thematic shifts and communicative “events” that either consolidate or disrupt
community cohesion. Unifying events include cultural celebrations (e.g., Vyshyvanka Day, Easter, Independence Day) and the
commemoration of 24 February 2022, while disruptive interventions—off-topic discussions, non-Ukrainian language use, and
external informational influences—often trigger conflict and boundary negotiation. Moderation practices emerge as key
mechanisms of conflict management.

The findings show that Telegram channels function as highly efficient infrastructures of rapid self-organization, where
communication is tightly oriented toward the fulfilment of concrete needs (housing, safety, services, childcare, emotional
support). These spaces produce forms of “proximity at a distance,” enabling migrants to reconstruct neighbourhood-like
relations in unfamiliar environments. At the same time, they rely on continuous boundary work, particularly through language
and moderation. In contrast, Facebook groups—especially mixed-migrant ones—exhibit more diffuse communicative logics
and are more susceptible to conflict, misinformation, and external influence.

The study contributes to Nordic migration research by demonstrating how, under restrictive and uncertain conditions,
migrant communities actively build digital infrastructures of participation, care, and belonging. It highlights the central role of
communication in mediating not only information exchange but also social cohesion, boundary-making, and resilience in
contemporary migration contexts.



Bridging and Boundary-Making: The Role of Children’s Everyday Life and Practices
for Local Solidarity in Stigmatised Pluri-Ethnic Neighbourhoods in Denmark

Asger Martiny-Bruun

University College Copenhagen

Bridging and Boundary-Making: The Role of Children’s Everyday Life and Practices for Local Solidarity in
Stigmatised Pluri-Ethnic Neighbourhoods in Denmark

This paper explores how children’s everyday practices foster territorial belonging, and how these practices may bridge
intergenerational relations and build local solidarity in pluri-ethnic neighbourhoods in Denmark. The study addresses children’s
role in neighbouring processes, local inclusion and social stratification in territorially stigmatised social housing estates, where

housing and integration policies, architectural topographies, and moralised ideas of “good” sociality shape community life.

Based on eight months of ethnographic fieldwork in two public housing estates (methods include participant observation in
public spaces, local networks and events, as well as place-sensitive interviews with children aged 4—11, parents and
professionals), the paper shows how territorial belonging is a relational practice that is simultaneously shaped by material,
symbolic, political and moral aspect. From a phenomenological perspective, children enact belonging through mundane
practices in the public spaces of their neighbourhood including playing in the courtyards, taking care of public spaces, helping
neighbour, participating in local events and leisure-time activities. These practices may thicken local ties and cultivate trust
between generations and different social groups, but they may also reproduce stigma and racialised hierarchies.

The analysis address to Scandinavian ethnographic studies on community and sociality, as well as research on territorial
stigma and Danish housing policy. This literature shows how policy interventions can, on the one hand, produce and circulate
territorial stigma as a mode of social and spatial governance that disproportionately targets minoritised residents (especially
Muslim families), while, on the other hand, simultaneously seeking to promote local de-stigmatisation through renewal and
“mixing” initiatives. Against this backdrop, the paper highlights key tensions in the policies and practices that shape children’s
everyday lives and their roles in building — or challenging — local solidarity. First, it examines how cultural notions of “proper
sociality” and “children’s independent mobility” shape children’s everyday practices. The analysis describes how these
practices may catalyse distinctions between “respectable” and “problematic” families, while the same child-led encounters
may also soften symbolic boundaries, enable conviviality, and contribute to local de-stigmatisation. Second, the paper analyses
how place-based social work shape social and communal spaces providing infrastructure and framing the morality of social
life in the community. The paper shows that while these initiatives can expand children’s mobility and participation, they may
also reinforce dominant expectations of parental involvement and reproduce exclusions aligned with territorial stigma and
racialised categorisations.

By foregrounding children as connectors and co-creators of neighbourhood life, the paper contributes to debates on
community-based agency under restrictive welfare-state and housing regimes, showing how solidarity and belonging are
constructed - and contested - in stigmatised, pluri-ethnic neighbourhoods. Furthermore, it resonates with demigranticization
by examining bridging and boundary-making in local communities beyond fixed migrant categories and deficit framings.



Migrant Networks, Collective Action, and Platform Labour in Finland: The
Justice4Couriers campaign through the lens of social capital theory

Quivine Ndomo
University of Jyviskylii

Non-EU migrants, particularly those from the so-called Global South, occupy a structurally subordinate position within
Finland’s segmented labour market and are disproportionately concentrated in precarious forms of work at its margins such
as platform-based courier work, characterised by bogus self-employment, algorithmic control, and limited access to labour
protections. These developments intersect with far-reaching reforms and austerity-like restructuring of industrial relations
institutions and social security systems that have historically provided a protective scaffold for labour, intensifying
vulnerabilities while underscoring the significance of alternative forms of migrant worker organisation, mobilisation, and
resistance.

Against this backdrop, this paper examines the Justice4Couriers campaign that emerged in Finland in 2018 in response to
unilateral pay cuts by Foodora and Wolt and wider grievances related to labour processes in the platform economy.
Justice4Couriers constitutes a case of bottom-up, migrant-led collective action arising under structural conditions
unfavourable to traditional union mobilisation. The paper analyses the campaign’s origins, objectives, strategies, and
repertoires of action, as well as its immediate outcomes and their longer-term durability within Finland’s industrial relations
and welfare landscape as of 2026.

Theoretically, the study draws on Nan Lin’s network theory of social capital to analyse how the campaign activated and
mobilised resources across a workforce dispersed along multiple axes, including geography, platform affiliation, and
employment status. Using Lin’s concepts of information, influence, social credentials, and reinforcement, the paper examines
how socially embedded resources were leveraged to facilitate collective action, generate public visibility among consumers,
and engage institutional actors positioned to affect policy and labour regulation. At the same time, social capital theory is used
to interrogate platform workers' structurally restricted access to embedded resources and the implications of this constraint
for unequal social outcomes in the Finnish context. Methodologically, the paper adopts a qualitative case study approach and
analyses publicly available documentary materials related to the Justice4Couriers campaign, supplemented by semi-structured
interviews with campaign participants, spokespersons, and relevant social partners.

The paper shows that despite limited initial access to social and institutional resources, migrant couriers facilitated information
flows through social media, diaspora networks, and inter-city cycling communities, fostering internal solidarity and public
awareness. Strategic media engagement and public demonstrations further enabled alliances with established trade unions,
notably Service Union United PAM, which subsequently entered collective bargaining negotiations with Wolt. While the
campaign contributed to notable outcomes, including a landmark Supreme Administrative Court ruling recognising Wolt
couriers as employees, institutional progress has remained slow, contested, and tightly constrained by ongoing structural
pressures.

By foregrounding an industrial relations perspective on platform work in the Nordic context, this study contributes to debates
on migrant labour, collective agency, and evolving union—migrant relations amid increasingly volatile employment regimes. In
dialogue with findings from the Olkiluoto 3 construction project, it positions platform-based courier mobilisation as a
continuation of earlier migrant labour struggles in Finland, showing how collective agency is reconfigured under deepening
labour market fragmentation. It also revisits longstanding agency—structure debates by assessing the durability of campaign

achievements amid ongoing labour market deregulation and welfare-state retrenchment.



Commuting Care: Estonian Construction Workers' Communal Life Between Estonia
and Finland

Matias Muuronen

University of Helsinki

This paper examines how Estonian construction workers in Finland create and sustain community under conditions shaped
by transnational labor mobility, subcontracting and partial exclusion from welfare-state protections. Focusing on everyday
practices of shared living, collective commuting and cross-border mobility, the paper asks: how do migrant workers build
forms of solidarity while operating a transnational Baltic-Nordic context?

The analysis draws on and contributes to emerging discussions on communities, extending Diminescu’s (2008) concept of
the “connected migrant” from individual-level digital connectivity to collective forms of (digital) coordination, care and
belonging that unfold across physical and digital spaces.

Empirically, the paper is based on ethnographic fieldwork among Estonian construction workers in Finland, including
participant observation and qualitative interviews. The research focuses on everyday sites of interaction such as shared
apartments, carpooling arrangements to construction sites and ferry travel between Tallinn and Helsinki. Such informal
infrastructures allow workers to coordinate employment, manage risks and maintain transnational livelihoods

The findings suggest that community is produced through routine and embodied practices: workers share housing to reduce
costs and mitigate insecurity, organize transport collectively to navigate spatial constraints, and occasionally travel in stable
pairs or small groups across the Gulf of Finland. These arrangements may foster trust, reciprocity and mutual care, including
the sharing of job information and emotional support. Digital communication tools further sustain these ties, enabling
coordination across distance while reinforcing a sense of collective belonging. At the same time, these communities remain
shaped by structural constraints, including fragmented employment relations, long working hours and limited institutional
recognition.

By focusing on Estonian workers in Finland, the paper contributes to Nordic migration research by highlighting how intra-EU
labor migrants forge community within a regional context often characterized by strong welfare institutions yet increasing
labor market flexibilization. It demonstrates how migrant workers create alternative spaces of participation and belonging that
operate alongside and beyond formal institutional frameworks, offering new insights into solidarity, mobility and everyday life
in the Nordic region.
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