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Between Vulnerability and Voice: Rhetorical Silence Among Refugee and Migrant
Youth and the Role of Frontline Staff 

Jon Martin Larsen 

Kristiania University of Applied Sciences 

This paper examines attitudes, experiences, and forms of rhetorical silence among refugee and migrant youth aged 15–16, as
well as among municipal staff working with young refugee and migrants, across six municipalities participating in an
extensive school-based survey. The study is situated within current Nordic debates on refugee and migration governance,
youth wellbeing, and institutional trust, and responds directly to the conference call by addressing cross-sectoral practices,
youth agency, and the everyday dynamics of inclusion and exclusion, particularly in a municipality context. It also highlights
attitudes among youths towards refugees and migrants today.

Theoretically, the analysis draws on Glenn’s (2004) concept of rhetorical silence, which highlights how silence—rather than
merely indicating absence of voice—can function as a communicative strategy, a protective mechanism, or a constrained
position shaped by power relations. In the context of migrant youth, silence may reflect fear of repercussions, experiences of
discrimination, limited trust in authorities, or the navigation of multiple identities. By linking rhetorical silence to survey-based
data on safety, belonging, discrimination, and perceptions of municipal support systems, the paper advances a nuanced
understanding of how migrant youth articulate—or refrain from articulating—their needs and concerns.

Methodologically, the study employs a large-scale cross-sectional survey conducted among 15–16-year-olds in middle
schools across six municipalities in Norway, combined with action research and survey among municipal employees working
in refugee services, and integration. The youth data reveal critical negative attitudes among many teenagers towards refugees
and migrants, as well as well as high levels of vulnerability, particularly among students with immigrant backgrounds, more
than half of whom report having been bullied during the last 12 months, and one in three having been subjected to physical
violence, often by peers or strangers . Bullying base don country of origin is also significant and complex. Youth with gender
and sexual diversity report complex forms of harassment, limited openness about identity, and low trust that adults or
municipal services can provide adequate support .

The staff survey identifies significant variation in how employees understand and approach gender, sexuality, and cultural
diversity. Competence and comfort levels correlate strongly: lower conceptual understanding is associated with lower
confidence in handling sensitive topics, greater uncertainty in communication, and higher perceived need for basic training.
Employees with higher competence call instead for structural support, clearer routines, and organizational visibility of
diversity issues.

The study show a strong relationship between youth rhetorical silence, experiences of discrimination, and perceived
institutional unpredictability, and demonstrate how municipal staff’s heterogenous competencies shape the conditions under
which migrant youth decide whether it is safe to speak. The paper contributes to nordic migration research by illuminating the
everyday micro-dynamics of trust, silence, and institutional interaction, while offering evidence-based recommendations for
cross-sectoral interventions and governance practices.



Hostelised Communities: Migration, Fluid Belonging and Resilience in Harare
North and On Black Sisters’ Street 

Daniel Otieno Otieno 

Doctoral Researcher at the Department of English and American Studies, university of
Bayreuth 

In migration, the hostel is perceived as a structured and rigid physical space that primarily provides temporally undefined
shelters for migrants. It is a metaphor of displacement and dislocation of migrants who find themselves in an unfamiliar space
and housemates unified by their migratory-related precarities. Therefore, the hostel estranges the migrant by queering their
traditional and idealistic senses of home, family, and communities because of the unstructured social organisations that is
sustained by the rigidity of rules and regulations. In this literary study, I reexamine the hostel motif in Chika Unigwe’s On
Black Sisters’ Street and Brian Chikwava’s Harare North to investigate the metaphorical implications of it as a ‘situational
community.’ Theoretically, this paper relies on the ‘situational communities’ concept by Fatima El-Tayeb that elucidates the
survival of European Others. She argues that because of displacement and loss of traditional families and homes in migration
and diasporas, there emerge situational communities (173). In addition, Avtar Brah’s posits that home is a “mythic place of
desire” (236), and this is theoretically integral to understanding the fluid (non-fixed) status of home and belonging that
foreground the existence of ‘situational communities’ in diaspora as a ‘place of strange encounters’ (using Sara Ahmed’s
phrase). Given the above, this research will argue that the hostel, in its defined physical structure location and structured rules
of engagement for its estranged and displaced migrant hosts, offers spaces for the establishment of alternative and situational
communities. Methodologically, this is a close-text and thematic reading analysis of the above fiction, emphasising character
identification and analysis of their physical and social actions and performances within the hostel. The hostel is interpreted as
subversive of rigidity that institutionalises them, offering precarious migrants with ‘situational homes,’ a sense of safety, and
familial and communal ties during displacement, instability, and dislocation that typify migration experience. Therefore, the
hostel in migration fiction is metaphorical of a shared sense of belonging, a symbol of resilience and resistance against
migratory and diasporic limitations when migrants performatively build and sustain communities in it despite their negative
experiences in everyday life. Overall, this paper contributes to the Nordic Migration Research in its analysis of literary
representations of migration realities in Europe by transcending criticism from physical barriers and institutions that act as
limitations to migrants to imaginaries of delimitations and new possibilities within bounded and confined spaces on the
continent.

Key words: Situational communities, migration, displacement, dislocation, hostel, home, diaspora, belonging



Who Syria was Never Safe For: Displacement, Return and Queer Syrian Futures
Beyond Assad 

Jasmin Lilian Diab 

Institute for Migration Studies, Lebanese American University 

Across Europe, including the Nordic region, the fall of the Assad regime in December 2024 has reignited political discussions
about the “feasibility” of Syrian refugee return. This paper interrogates the gendered and sexualized assumptions embedded in
these return narratives. Drawing on qualitative research with fifty queer Syrian refugees in Beirut and Mount Lebanon, it
examines how those for whom Syria was never safe conceptualize return, safety, and futurity. It asks: what does “voluntary
return” mean for refugees whose displacement predates war and whose marginalization is rooted in entrenched
heteropatriarchal violence?

The study builds on queer migration theory, intersectionality (Crenshaw 1989; 1991), and scholarship on queer futurity
(Muñoz 2009) to reconceptualize return not as a neutral policy outcome but as an embodied and identity-contingent calculus.
It situates queer Syrian displacement within post-conflict frameworks that caution against equating regime change with
structural transformation. By centering sexuality and gender identity, the paper challenges heteronormative “durable solutions”
paradigms that assume repatriation becomes viable once political violence subsides.

Methodologically, the research draws on fifty in-depth interviews conducted using a trauma-informed participatory approach.
Participants were recruited through LGBTQI+ networks and civil society organizations in Beirut and Mount Lebanon.
Interviews were conducted in safe, participant-selected spaces without audio recording to ensure confidentiality. The
research design foregrounded agency, allowing participants to shape the narrative structure of interviews and reflect on the
meaning of migration decisions in their own terms.

Findings reveal near-unanimous skepticism toward return. Participants described Syria not simply as a site of past
persecution, but as a landscape of enduring social erasure. Regime change was widely viewed as insufficient to dismantle
familial control, religious condemnation, and societal homophobia. For many, return was framed as ontological undoing: a
demand to erase chosen names, gender expressions, relationships, and forms of visibility cultivated in exile. Lebanon emerged
as a paradoxical refuge: legally precarious yet offering micro-spaces of livability through LGBTQI+ networks that function as
infrastructures of survival. Participants articulated refusal not as passivity, but as strategic agency and political self-
preservation.

The paper argues that Lebanon functions as a cautionary site for Europe. When return becomes a policy horizon before social
transformation materializes, the most marginalized: queer, gender non-conforming, and socially ostracized refugees, become
administratively “returnable” yet existentially unsafe. By foregrounding queer Syrian voices, this study contributes to Nordic
Migration Research debates on restrictive times, community infrastructures, and migrant agency, demonstrating that
collaboration and protection must be reimagined through intersectional and relational understandings of safety.

The paper: https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/ADT9KUVCF4JEWSX67T2A/full?
target=10.1080/00918369.2025.2585318#d1e104



Queering Displacement: Russian LGBTQ+ Migrants and the Reassembly of Minority
Infrastructures in Nordic Spaces 

Aaron  Sandow 

Legon Center For International Affairs and Diplomacy 

Queering Displacement: Russian LGBTQ+ Migrants and the Reassembly of Minority Infrastructures in Nordic Spaces

Abstract (438 words):

This paper examines how Russian LGBTQ+ migrants in Nordic countries navigate and reconstruct minority infrastructures in
contexts shaped by securitization, asylum governance, and transnational politics. Since the intensification of repression
against LGBTQ+ communities in Russia, particularly following the expansion of “anti-propaganda” legislation and wartime
moral nationalism, queer migration from Russia has taken on new political and humanitarian dimensions. The study asks: how
do Russian queer migrants encounter, negotiate, and reshape institutional, legal, and community infrastructures in Nordic host
societies?

The paper draws on queer theory and feminist migration scholarship, particularly concepts of counter-assemblage and
infrastructure as relational power. Rather than treating infrastructure solely as physical or bureaucratic systems, the study
conceptualizes minority infrastructures as networks of support, recognition, documentation, advocacy, and belonging that
structure migrant life. These infrastructures include asylum procedures, NGOs, digital platforms, diasporic communities, and
informal care networks.

Methodologically, the paper employs qualitative comparative analysis, drawing on semi-structured interviews with Russian
LGBTQ+ migrants and activists in Sweden and Finland, alongside document analysis of asylum decisions, policy
frameworks, and NGO reports. The comparative Nordic context allows examination of how different welfare regimes and
migration governance models shape queer belonging and precarity.

Preliminary findings suggest that while Nordic states formally recognize LGBTQ+ persecution as grounds for asylum,
migrants frequently encounter evidentiary burdens that require narrating sexuality or gender identity in culturally legible ways.
This produces what can be described as “performative credibility,” where recognition depends on conformity to Westernized
understandings of queerness. At the same time, migrants engage in counter-assembled practices—forming digital networks,
solidarity groups, and hybrid diasporic spaces—that challenge both Russian state repression and host-state bureaucratic
constraints.

The paper contributes to Nordic Migration Research by linking queer displacement to broader debates on politicized rights,
bordering practices, and the governance of vulnerability. It argues that minority infrastructures are not neutral support
systems but contested arenas where identity, legitimacy, and belonging are continuously negotiated. By foregrounding queer
migrant agency, the study reframes Nordic asylum governance as a site of both recognition and constraint within
contemporary transnational politics.
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