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University 
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2  Daria Tarkhova  University o
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migration in a space of peer support for Russian speakers in 

Finland 
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rsity  
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4  Doğuş Şimşek  Kingston 
University 
London  

Dwelling in Istanbul: Spaces of Exclusion and Spatial 
Practices of Solidarity 

d.simsek@kingston.ac.uk   

5  Jesper 
Johansson  
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Navigating Belonging in a Context of Contested Migration Normalities: Korean
Migrants’ Adaptation in Germany 

Kristina  Minina 

HSE University, Moscow; Bard College, Berlin 

This paper examines how Korean migrants in Germany negotiate belonging and exclusion in a context where migration is
simultaneously an everyday normality and a recurrent site of political conflict. While public debates often focus on larger
migrant groups, Korean communities are frequently framed as “well-integrated” or rendered invisible. Building on this tension,
the study asks: How do Korean migrants experience and interpret racism, stereotyping, and "conditional inclusion" in
workplaces, universities, and public services? Where do we observe asynchronies between national-level politicization of
migration and local-level routines of inclusion, and how do migrants respond to them? Which practices of solidarity,
community-building, and transnational connection support adaptation over time?

Empirically, the project combines qualitative interviews with Korean migrants across different arrival cohorts (students,
skilled workers, family migrants) with analysis of local integration infrastructures and public discourses in selected German
cities. The design traces how institutional encounters (residence bureaucracy, labor market gatekeeping, housing) intersect
with everyday life (language learning, friendship networks, community organizations) to produce divergent pathways of
participation. By focusing on a comparatively small migrant group, the paper contributes to the conference themes of
contested normalities, conflict logics, and shifting boundaries of solidarity and exclusion. It shows how “model minority”
narratives can mask experiences of discrimination, and how local practices can both stabilize inclusion and reproduce subtle
forms of hierarchy.



Hostelised Communities: Migration, Fluid Belonging and Resilience in Harare
North and On Black Sisters’ Street 

Daniel Otieno Otieno 

Doctoral Researcher at the Department of English and American Studies, university of
Bayreuth 

In migration, the hostel is perceived as a structured and rigid physical space that primarily provides temporally undefined
shelters for migrants. It is a metaphor of displacement and dislocation of migrants who find themselves in an unfamiliar space
and housemates unified by their migratory-related precarities. Therefore, the hostel estranges the migrant by queering their
traditional and idealistic senses of home, family, and communities because of the unstructured social organisations that is
sustained by the rigidity of rules and regulations. In this literary study, I reexamine the hostel motif in Chika Unigwe’s On
Black Sisters’ Street and Brian Chikwava’s Harare North to investigate the metaphorical implications of it as a ‘situational
community.’ Theoretically, this paper relies on the ‘situational communities’ concept by Fatima El-Tayeb that elucidates the
survival of European Others. She argues that because of displacement and loss of traditional families and homes in migration
and diasporas, there emerge situational communities (173). In addition, Avtar Brah’s posits that home is a “mythic place of
desire” (236), and this is theoretically integral to understanding the fluid (non-fixed) status of home and belonging that
foreground the existence of ‘situational communities’ in diaspora as a ‘place of strange encounters’ (using Sara Ahmed’s
phrase). Given the above, this research will argue that the hostel, in its defined physical structure location and structured rules
of engagement for its estranged and displaced migrant hosts, offers spaces for the establishment of alternative and situational
communities. Methodologically, this is a close-text and thematic reading analysis of the above fiction, emphasising character
identification and analysis of their physical and social actions and performances within the hostel. The hostel is interpreted as
subversive of rigidity that institutionalises them, offering precarious migrants with ‘situational homes,’ a sense of safety, and
familial and communal ties during displacement, instability, and dislocation that typify migration experience. Therefore, the
hostel in migration fiction is metaphorical of a shared sense of belonging, a symbol of resilience and resistance against
migratory and diasporic limitations when migrants performatively build and sustain communities in it despite their negative
experiences in everyday life. Overall, this paper contributes to the Nordic Migration Research in its analysis of literary
representations of migration realities in Europe by transcending criticism from physical barriers and institutions that act as
limitations to migrants to imaginaries of delimitations and new possibilities within bounded and confined spaces on the
continent.

Key words: Situational communities, migration, displacement, dislocation, hostel, home, diaspora, belonging



A reflexive understanding of justice: Lived food experiences of migrants in Finland 

Aslihan  Oguz 

TAPRI (Tampere Peace Research Institute) 

Food is embedded within systems such as transportation, health, culture, politics and the economy. Therefore, food practices
and lived experiences can serve as a lens for examining how people relate to these systems in everyday life, opening up new
ways of understanding justice, participation, and belonging. The existing food justice research usually discusses migrants
through food labour, vulnerability or simplified notions of cultural values and familiar foods. Moreover, justice is a highly
contested concept in these studies, often viewed merely from a distributive perspective or grand justice theories that fail to
engage with the messiness of everyday lives and lived experiences. This study engages with DuPuis et al.’s (2011)
conceptualisation of justice as open, situated and responsive towards diverse voices, understood as a reflexive notion of
justice.

This study examines how everyday food practices present an alternative lens for reimagining justice and participation.
Through ethnographic engagements with migrants in Finland, it aims to explore how migrants navigate the local food system
and to shift the focus to migrants as active food actors shaping their own social, cultural, and material worlds. Finnish food
policy aims to create a participatory food system with active food citizens; however, there is little information on how
migrants operate within this system and the barriers they may face to active participation.

Over one and a half years, from autumn 2024, I held conversations with 22 migrants in 18 households across various cities in
Finland (Helsinki, Espoo, Tampere, and Joensuu). These conversations were held as refrigerator stories, kitchen
conversations, shop-alongs and co-cooking sessions. The participants were migrants from West Asia and the East
Mediterranean who came to Finland for various reasons. The analysis was conducted inductively, with participants’
experiences guiding the study.

The study shows how migrants in Finland navigate the local food system, creating alternative food spaces and building local
and transnational social networks. However, this navigation is not a romanticised version of migrant resourcefulness; the
study also recognises the issues and barriers they face, which actively drive them to be more creative than the host
communities. Sensory knowledge and needs, temporal and economic precarity, and language barriers are some of the factors
that make them more creative. Participants do not always connect their relationship to food to cultural values or needs,
showing a more complex relationship and showing that mere cultural explanations can flatten lived experiences. While
participants come from Muslim-majority countries and most of them identify as Muslim, there is a significant variation in
religious practices, including differing interpretations of “halal” meat, pointing to the heterogeneity of religious life.

The findings of this study point to the need for a more nuanced understanding of justice in the food system. The study
contributes to the reflexive notion of justice by emphasising relationality, affect and the intimacy of everyday food practices in
home kitchens, as they emerge from the lived experiences of migrants in Finland.



“I exist and so do they”: Convivial labour and capabilities for resistance and
imagination in Postmigration Sweden 

Mostafa Hosseini 

University of Gothenburg, Department of Social Work 

Abstract

From its very beginning, migration has been an inseparable part of Swedish society and its very becoming. Yet the presence
of the “Other” has time and again been linked to political crisis talk concerning who belongs, once belonged, or will tomorrow
belong to the imagined community. Drawing on Back and Sinha's concept of convivial capabilities, through which they
translate Gilroy's vision of convivial culture into practices of “doing and making”, I explore how participants with different
migratory experiences navigate the social and emotional costs of convivial coexistence. Moreover, I ask which convivial
capabilities they draw upon to resist, renegotiate, and reimagine both their sense of belonging and the society they envision.
The empirical material was generated through collage workshops in Sweden. In the presentation, I will draw on both verbal
dialogues and selected collages to argue that while the labour of conviviality weighs heavily on participants, they
simultaneously assert their existence, challenge the terms of coexistence, and enact convivial imagination to envision shared
futures of living with difference. Finally, I situate these insights within a postmigration framework, conceptualizing
participants' labour of caring for coexistence as “convivial love” — a refusal to feed into political hostility in a space entangled
with both experiences of exclusion and memories of first kisses and young love.

Keywords: conviviality; multicultural; postmigration; belonging; arts-based research; resistance; Sweden

 



Geopoliticized translocality and ‘integration’ – navigating migration in a space of
peer support for Russian speakers in Finland  

Daria Tarkhova 

University of Helsinki 

Geopoliticized translocality and ‘integration’ – navigating migration in a space of peer support for Russian speakers
in Finland

Geopolitical events, such as the ongoing Russian invasion in Ukraine and the consolidation of authoritarianism in Russia, have
had a big impact on life in Finland during the last decade. Importantly, current geopolitical events have surfaced historically
embedded fears of Russian military aggression. National security is used as a justification for harsher migration legislations,
including border closure and stricter terms for residency permits. At the same time, Russian speakers are the largest foreign-
language group in Finland. The group is ethnically diverse, and for many speaking Russian is a practical rather than political
choice. There is a need to shed light at the geopolitically infused everydayness and tactics that Russian speakers use to
navigate it.

This paper is based on an ethnographic study with elements of co-research conducted in 2025-2026. Research methods
include participant observation, interviews as well as individual and group discussions. I used the latest method to co-create
the research design with the interlocutors. The fieldwork is possible due to me being a Russian speaker, which provides a
linguistic and cultural proximity necessary for this research project. Ethical challenges included navigating a highly politicized
environment as well as the tensions between being a researcher and a participant.

The research unraveled complex geopoliticized challenges that the interlocutors navigate in their everyday lives. Firstly,
Russian speakers are securitized in Finland, which presents itself especially in the strives for employment and housing.
Secondly, before the full-scale war in Ukraine started in 2022, many interlocutors were living a cross-border life in Finland
and their country of origin, whereas after 2022 their life became set in Finland for material, political and emotional reasons.
Thirdly, the impact of peer support is significant, showing itself in shared emotions and meaningful silences.

The challenges Russian speakers face are framed under the umbrella of ‘integration’, which is a concept applied by the
municipal and state actors but adopted by the migrants themselves. The expectation of ‘integration’ and geopolitization are
contradictory with the inherent translocality of migration. Travelling home, keeping in touch via digital means as well as
socializing with other Russian speakers is challenged both by material and immaterial means. Nevertheless, spaces of peer
support appear to be vital for gaining knowledge and tools necessary to build a life in Finland.

I contribute to Nordic Migration Research by connecting the theoretical frameworks of everyday geopolitics, translocality and
‘integration’. I continue the theoretical discussion which challenges the concept of ‘integration’ and bring examples of
navigating this challenge in practice. Additionally, by providing a grassroot view of a highly politicized group, I contribute to a
critical perspective on current Nordic and European border politics.



Co-creating space for solidarity: A participatory ethnography with women with
migration experiences in Northern Sweden 

Caroline Bigey 

Department of Community Medicine and Rehabilitation, Umeå University, Sweden 

Research topic

Health, well-being and social participation are often discussed and treated as universal terms in the Global North, yet these
narratives rarely reflect the everyday realities of minoritised communities living in socioeconomically disadvantaged areas,
especially women with migration experiences. Building on an ethnographic study conducted in socioeconomically
disadvantaged neighbourhoods in a mid-sized city in Northern Sweden, this study explores how women with migration
experiences define, experience, and negotiate health and well-being in their everyday practices. The aim of this presentation is
to illustrate how structural inequalities, segregation, and local integration policies shape their opportunities and challenges for
health and well-being, while also exploring how women create spaces of connection and resistance within these constraints.

Theoretical framework

The study draws on intersectional and decolonial perspectives that question dominant assumptions about health, well-being
and citizenship. These perspectives help situate the women's experiences within broader systems of power and within
contemporary neoliberal expectations of individual responsibility, while also highlighting how coloniality continues to limit
knowledge production and everyday experiences in a Nordic context.

Methodology

The study combines long-term ethnography fieldwork with a participatory approach. We conducted participant observations
and interviews, and combined it with participatory workshops that were developed in partnership with a local civil society
organisation and an existing group of women with migration experiences living in socioeconomically disadvantaged
neighbourhoods. Together, we engaged in discussions and activities related to everyday life, health, mobility, and belonging.
This collaboration was not only a way to generate data, but also to co-create a space for solidarity, as women shared
experiences, articulated concerns, and supported one another through practical guidance and shared knowledge. These
meaningful acts of solidarity functioned as everyday acts of resistance, fostering wellbeing and expanding their opportunities
for participation.

Expected results / findings

Preliminary findings point to the detrimental intersections of several interconnected power and discriminatory dynamics
shaping women's everyday lives. Many describe managing everyday life under constraint, with limited resources and
precarity. Their narratives reveal ongoing struggles for access to information, social rights, and recognition, within systems
that are difficult to navigate and often exclusionary. At the same time, building and sustaining social connections become
essential for practical support, belonging and health. Acts of solidarity and everyday citizenship can be understood as acts of
resistance, enabled by fragile community infrastructures, in a context where sustaining such initiatives is increasingly
difficult. Health consequences of systemic exclusions emerge, as women linked stress and anxiety to experiences of
discrimination, precarity and the pressure to constantly adapt to shifting policies.

Relevance to Nordic Migration Research

This paper contributes to Nordic Migration Research by offering a situated perspective on women with migration
experiences' everyday lives in a city in Northern Sweden by highlighting how gender, age, and residential segregation intersect
in shaping restrictions and opportunities for health and well-being. It also demonstrates how belonging, solidarity and
collaborative practices can support well-being and act as everyday forms of resistance within contexts marked by structural
inequalities.



Dwelling in Istanbul: Spaces of Exclusion and Spatial Practices of Solidarity  

Doğuş Şimşek 

Kingston University London 

This article explores the dynamics of solidarity among migrant groups in Istanbul through three interrelated questions: to what
extent do migrants and refugees mobilise solidarity to contest exclusion, racism, and neoliberal governance; how such
solidarities reconfigure notions of belonging; and whether they also reproduce hierarchies of urban belonging among different
migrant and refugee groups. Exclusion is shaped not only by precarious housing, exploitative labour markets, and limited
welfare, but also by surveillance, policing, and racialised discourses that mark migrants and refugees as “undesirable.” Yet
alongside these constraints, fragile solidarities emerge through practices of cohabitation, care, and collective survival in
neighbourhoods marked by displacement. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork conducted between 2022 and 2024 in Istanbul,
it shows how solidarities are forged yet fractured within conditions of inequality, surveillance, and legal precarity. By focusing
on spaces of exclusion and spatial practices of solidarity, it highlights the dialectic between constraint and possibility. I argue
that dwelling in the city is co-produced and contested, shaped by structural marginalisation and hierarchies of urban
belonging, encompassing race, ethnicity, class, gender, and migratory status. Solidarities, however, are partial and uneven,
underscoring that shared marginalisation does not automatically translate into collective bonds across migrant groups.

This article draws on ethnographic research in the migrant-dense neighbourhoods of Kumkapı, Dolapdere, and Zeytinburnu in
Istanbul, including participant observation in churches established by Ugandan and Congolese migrants, community
organisations, restaurants, cargo shops and hair salons, as well as in-depth interviews with refugees and migrants, to examine
how they negotiate belonging in the city. It examines the practices and encounters through which dwelling is constituted, not
as a fixed or secure condition, but as a fragile achievement co-produced through care, solidarity, and negotiation amid
marginalisation. I argue that dwelling in the city is co-produced and contested, shaped by structural marginalisation and the
hierarchies of urban belonging, encompassing a range of factors, including race, ethnicity, class, gender, and migratory
status. In doing so, the article makes three contributions. First, it examines how migrants sustain everyday life under
precarious conditions by exploring whether precarity and hierarchies of urban belonging between migrant groups constrain
solidarity. Hierarchies of urban belonging refer to the layered and intersecting systems through which cities determine who is
considered a legitimate member of the urban community. (Back, Sinha, and Bryan 2012; Kusenbach 2008). These hierarchies
are not solely based on legal status or citizenship but encompass a range of factors, including race, ethnicity, class, gender,
and migratory status. They manifest in both material and symbolic dimensions, influencing access to housing, public services,
and social networks, as well as shaping individuals' sense of identity and belonging within urban spaces. Second, it
contributes to debates on urban marginality by showing how these dynamics can also reproduce hierarchies of urban
belonging. Finally, it situates Istanbul within comparative discussions of global cities of migration, highlighting how the
absence of formal refugee status and the prevalence of informality produce distinctive forms of exclusion as well as new
practices of solidarity.



Narratives of identity, belonging and (dis)connect(ion) amongst migrants returning
to Sweden 

Maja Cederberg 

University of Gothenburg 

This paper explores narratives of identity and belonging amongst returning migrants in Sweden. The ‘re-integration’ of
returnees into Swedish society tends to be considered unproblematic, linked to assumptions about returnees’ background,
cultural knowledge, and Swedish language skills, but experiences of return are often less straight-forward than expected. The
paper presents findings from an ongoing study of return migration to Sweden that uses a family case-study approach to
explore experiences of return. It focuses specifically on adult returnees who are Swedish citizens and have grown up in
Sweden, exploring how they reflect upon their identity, their sense of belonging, and the forms of identification and social
connections that are disrupted, transformed and/or created through processes of mobility and return. Our research suggest
that returnees often expect a smooth return to their prior social context in Sweden, but that they frequently encounter
challenges in both re-connecting with their existing social networks, and creating new relationships. This is often linked to
what is perceived as a closed and normative ‘Swedish culture’, which returnees tend to contrast to other social contexts.
Furthermore, many participants highlight that their experiences abroad have implied a change in their outlook and perspective,
which is accompanied by a sense of distance and disconnect in the everyday. These participants tend to emphasise their
connection to others who share similar experiences, and they often highlight their belonging to transnational networks and an
international setting. At the same time, many of the narratives indicate a need to feel rooted in a local community in Sweden,
and the balance between belonging to local and transnational contexts respectively is experienced and navigated in different
ways. This is in part shaped by returnees’ (relative) social position and their (differential) access to resources, and their
strategies for belonging involve both responding to and (re)shaping social boundaries.



Narratives of belonging – intersections of place, space and time in archived migrant
narratives from the collection MIGTALKs  

Jesper Johansson 

Linnaeus University 

This paper draws on recent work with archived interviews, previously published in the book (Migration and Cultural Heritage
[in Swedish] by Thor Tureby & Johansson 2020). In the book, we developed a method for hearing and recognizing voices in
archived interviews and analyzed them by using the concept of intersectionality from gender and migration studies. The aim
of this paper is to use this oral history inspired method in combination with intersectionality to explore how asylum seekers
and family migrants living and residing in Sweden narrated about their feelings of belonging and not belonging in places,
spaces and times that they live and previously have lived during their life course. Moreover, therefore, the concept of
belonging, which is often used in relation to religious, ethnic, gender or class based groups (cf. Yuval-Davis 2011), is applied
to narratives of intersected places, spaces and times of perceived inclusion and/or exclusion.

The empirical case study is the collection MIGTALKs digitally archived by Nordiska Museet in Sweden. MIGTalks was
launched as a communications project by the Swedish Migration Agency in 2015. The project was executed throughout 2016
and 2017. MIGTalks was implemented through the interviewing of 100 individuals who had immigrated to Sweden between
2010 and 2015. The interviewees were defined and selected in relation to different entry categories (asylum seekers, labour
migrants, family migrants, students, EU/ESS migrants, return migrants).

In this paper I have selected to explore 40 life story interviews from the collection (consisting of individuals categorized as
asylum seekers and family migrants). Further, this paper also draws on a combination of methods and approaches from oral
history as well as critical and antiracist social work in exploring how asylum seekers and family migrants’ narrated feelings of
belonging (inclusion) and non-belonging (exclusion) are about positionality and interactions between different groups that
reside in particular places and communities. Understanding these narratives may help social workers, other welfare state
professionals and community activists to engage better in promoting inter-community relationships, exchanges and pro-
belong activities.     


	Panel 16b schema
	Panel 16b

