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Punctual communities — experienced “comunidad” among Latin American Women
in Helsinki

Mervi Leppikorpi

University of Eastern Finland

In this paper, we focus on the concept of the community (la comunidad) and the importance of it in research on migrants
and migrant communities. We will show, how the community is experienced among Latin American women who live in
Helsinki.

In research on migration, the importance of networks and communities is embedded in the understanding of how migrants
attach to their chosen place of residence. According to Gabriel Liceaga (2013), the Latin American historical and
contemporary understanding of the community should be conceptualized without only leaning on the European sociological
tradition. There are connotations of the precolonial indigenous practices but also references to social movements (Liceaga
2013). In Sweden, Diana Mulinari (2008) has shown that her informants refer with the concept to the Latin American
transnational space(s) of belonging.

The groupism, embedded in the need of categorizing migrants into “communities”, has a risk of essentializing people and
produce analysis that identifies certain characters to be specific for a pre-defined community. Mulinari (2008) identifies a risk
in reinforcing neocolonial representations through focusing on ethnographic narrative of the community. In this paper we
investigate the experienced (lack) of la comunidad and the characters of experienced belonging to it. Our goal is to highlight
how migration research focusing on “ethnic” or “national” communities may obscure communal experiences that are loose
and project-bound but still provide some sort of care to these migrant women.

The data draw on two ongoing research projects: one focusing on Spanish speaking women and their experiences of the
Finnish welfare state, another examining the role of urban social infrastructure in the identity construction processes of
cross-cultural children with Latin American backgrounds. For this article, we focus on interviews conducted with Latin
American women. We ask what characterizes the experienced (lack of) “comunidad” for Latin American women in Helsinki.
By combining data, we analyze the different needs women face, from navigating bureaucratic systems and finding
employment to raising children in the diaspora.

A common element across this trajectory is the fragility of la comunidad, which is sometimes experienced as absent. While
struggling to find a sense of belonging in Finland, everyday life is often organized around the family, particularly spouses and
children and around what we conceptualize as “punctual communities” . Built around shared projects or common interests,
such as literature for children, heritage languages, folk dances or ideological common nominators - rather than national
affiliations, these punctual communities are temporally and spatially limited. Nonetheless, they provide moments of belonging
and loose social ties that eventually allow reciprocity and care — /la comunidad— to emerge among those who produce and
sustain these projects.

Liceaga, G. (2013). “El concepto de comunidad en las ciencias sociales latinoamericanas: apuntes para su comprension”.
Cuadernos Americanos 145 (México, 2013/3), pp. 57-85.

Mulinari, D. (2008). "Women friendly? Understanding gendered racism in Sweden". In Gender equality and welfare politics in
Scandinavia. Bristol, UK: Policy Press.



Russian Queer Migrants in Finland: Pragmatic Belonging and Assembling a Livable
Life

Igor Mikheev

University of Helsinki

In this paper I employ Nira Yuval-Davis's (2006) distinction between intimate "personal belonging" and the collective "politics
of belonging" to analyze the predicament of queer Russian migrants in Finland. It investigates a central tension: while state-
sponsored queerphobia in Russia enforces a potent political alienation, it remains unclear whether this produces a cohesive
"diaspora" or fragments the community through internal hierarchies of class, ethnic and gender identity. The paper also
critically examines if this alienation forecloses belonging to a Russian society, or conversely, fosters new, fluid forms of
transnational attachment and solidarity that transcend the exclusionary logic of the nation-state.

Revealing in this study profound inequalities among Russian queer migrants, articulated through class disparity, interlocutors’
gender identity and ethno-cultural background, lead to the conclusion that the notion of a cohesive "queer community" is a
reifying myth (Ali Ali 2023). In practice, sociality among Russian queers is often characterized by weak ties and serial
encounters based on shared language and precarious circumstances rather than strong, organized diasporic solidarity. This
resonates with assessments in research reports on Russian emigration to Europe. They often resort to the definition of
“community of common destiny” or “language community” (Volkova, Pavlenko, Kuleshova, Voronkov, & Kokorin 2023),
trying to emphasize the fluidity and instability of borders in the process of social organization.

The results of the current study also suggest that Finnish society is offering not overarching liberation for queer migrants
from Russia but the affordable possibility of a "livable life" (Butler 1990) a state of safety and ontological security. This is
characterized by the affective freedom to relax, to be unnoticed, and to engage in the banalities of daily life without fear of
constant hypervisibility in their home country (Novitskaya 2023; Wilkinson 2020). The intersection of these factors suggests
that pragmatic belonging (Khan 2021) can be considered the most appropriate theoretical basis for understanding the situation
of queer migrants from Russia in Finland and in the European context as a whole.



Community (Dis)Engagements of Russian Queer Migrants in Sweden
Kirill Polkov

Gender studies, School of Culture and Learning, Sodertorn university,

The paper takes as its starting point the politicization of LGBTQ issues on the migration experiences of queer people from
Russia who flee state-sanctioned homophobia in their home countries and encounter new forms of exclusion, precarious
material conditions and unclear legal statuses in Sweden, which has branded itself as an LGBTQ-friendly nation but has
adopted increasingly restrictive immigration and asylum policy. Drawing on biographical narrative and semi-structured
interviews with Russian queer migrants and fieldwork with Swedish LGBTQ organizations (Rainbow Refugees; RFSL
Newcomers), the study investigates how migrants experience and (dis)engage with communities in the receiving country.
The focus is on the Swedish LGBTQ communities and Russian-speaking diaspora in online and physical spaces. Whereas
earlier research has found a positive link between being active in one’s community and becoming empowered, less attention
has been paid to the ways queer migrants may experience community by engaging and disengaging. Taking inspiration from
queer kinship studies (Dahl & Gabb 2019; Eng 2010; Freeman 2008) and queer approaches to social reproduction theory
(Bhagat 2023; Lewis 2017), the paper addresses questions such as: how does (lack of) involvement in LGBTQ and diasporic
groups among facilitate or hamper integration? Does contact with established communities help manage or exacerbate
emotional and material vulnerabilities? The empirical contribution to Nordic Migration Research consists in approaching queer
migrant engagement and integration through an intersection of “whiteness,” class, and sexuality.



Transing Migration and Belonging: Russian Speaking LGBTIQ+ Activism in
Estonia

Pauliina Lukinmaa

University of Eastern Finland

This paper analyzes how Russian-speaking LGBTIQ+ activists form their subject positions in post-2022 Estonia. Drawing on
ethnographic research conducted between 2023 and 2026, the study engages a heterogeneous group of native Russian
speakers, including individuals who have recently emigrated from Russia or Ukraine as well as those who have grown up in
Estonia and have more recently engaged in LGBTIQ+ activism. More specifically, the paper examines how Russian-speaking
LGBTIQ+ activists shape their activism in and through contemporary local political and societal contexts marked by a global
belligerent present — most notably Russia’s full-scale military invasion of Ukraine and its impacts on Estonian society.

The contemporary context for these activists is shaped by the Estonian state’s coexisting monolingual and monocultural
policies; its participation in broader Western homonationalist formations (Puar 2007), particularly as part of efforts to distance
itself from Russia’s influence; and the colonial legacy of the Soviet Union. I argue that this legacy is embodied in the
stereotypical figure of the “conservative and backward ‘Soviet citizen’” in contemporary Estonia.

Adopting a transnational feminist framework (Stryker, Currah & Moore 2008), acknowledging participants’ diverse and
intersecting identifications, and drawing on thematically analyzed ethnographic fieldwork including interviews, participation,
and observation, I focus on complex processes of political agency. I approach these processes through the concept of
transing (Stryker et al. 2008; Tudor 2018), reflected within a theoretical frame of transnationalism. Through this concept, it
becomes possible to reveal internal power struggles, reflected in shifts between discriminated and privileged positionings. By
transing, [ refer to processes of going beyond particular categories, questioning categories, and attempting to deconstruct
them — particularly the politically charged category of the “Russian speaker” in contemporary Estonia.

I argue that participants’ awareness of the possibility of being misread in terms of social positioning produces an imperative
either to “correct” such readings or to persist within them (Boatca 2003; Tudor 2017; Todorova 2021). In this process, being
“read” — that is, positioning and being positioned — also becomes a site for acknowledging shared yet divided histories.
Furthermore, attention to processes of transing and being “read” reveals a critical redefinition of political agency in which
privilegings, contradictions, and ambivalences are embedded in ascriptions of (non)belonging.

This empirical research contributes to Nordic migration research by foregrounding power relations within LGBTIQ+ activism
in Estonia, where movements, shifts, cross-fadings, and contradictory discourses reflect ongoing negotiations between
solidarity and risk in the political agency of Russian-speaking activists with migrant or minority backgrounds. Furthermore,
the research critically revisits the concept of transnationalism by mobilizing the concept of transing to foreground the
intersectional and in-between nature of categories such as migrants, Russian speakers positioned as Estonia’s “ethnic
migrants,” and nations.
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